THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

"4. Respect for the lives and liberty of soldiers in
the Militia, and of political Commissars who are not
guilty of any criminal offence.

"5. Respect for the life, liberty and employment of
professional soldiers who have not been guilty of
crime.

"6. Respect for the life, liberty and interests of
public officials on the same conditions.

"7. A concession of twenty-five days for the ex-
patriation of all persons who wish to leave the
country.

"8. That in the zone under litigation there shall be
no Italian or Moorish troops.

*eg. If this should be accepted by the Council, the
Councillor for Defence and the General in Command
of Aggroupment shall be chosen to present it to the
enemy.

"Madrid, March nth, 1939."

From this document it can be seen that we recognised
the tragic realities of those moments, and realised that
it was necessary to drop all pretences of dignity and
serve only the interest of the country and the Spanish
people.

What did we expect from this document? We issued it
to serve as the basis for discussion with the Nationalists,
if these should be disposed to negotiate peace. In the
preamble it was made clear that the Communist rising had
been thoroughly suppressed. This declaration, made with
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